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little upon that very subject; I mean, how rude and insolent servants were grown at this time ; but I think we had not much talk of their being irreligious and profane.
Niece. Madam, she had a servant whom they called her woman, for she was one to whom she intrusted everything, and who was like a housekeeper, and all the servants were as it were under her ; she was a very good sort of a body indeed in the house, and as that lady, if you remember, was very lame, she could not stir about to look much after her servants herself, and trusted all to this woman.
She was a sensible woman, had the knowledge of almost everything in the world, and talked admirable well, had a world of wit and humour, very mannerly and well-behaved, sober, and modest enough; in short, she was an excellent servant.
Aunt. You give her an extraordinary character, niece, I assure you.
Niece. In a word, madam? she had everything about her that could be desired in a servant, but religion ; and of that she was as entirely empty as you can imagine it possible for any creature in the world to be, and that had ever heard of God or Devil, or had lived among Christians.
Aunt. Nay, niece, you say she was not an ignorant body.
Niece. No, indeed, madam, she was so far from being ignorant that she was able to deceive anybody; she would talk of religious things as well, and argue upon them strongly enough to delude anybody: and this made it the worse, for she was such a human devil, that she made use of a fluent tongue, and of an uncommon wit, not to talk irreligiously only, but to mock and make a jest of religion in general, and of all those that had any regard for it.
Aunt. She was a dangerous body, indeed! pray R. c.                                               u